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Perspective

Is Marcos too clever for us?

By Richard J. Kessler

The American for promoting democratic
change in Presi tFerdinandMarcoa'cmmbling
regimeinthePhﬂippineathreatemmbetoouttle
too late. It is not clever enough to deal with Marcos’
skill at evading American conditions. Like the race

the Philippines.

Yet the milesto:les the. U.S. i:“ us;t,’u while 'If'lamg
approaching, are also receding into ture. Thi
anomaly is due to Marcos’ at maneuver-
ing out of tight situations and American failure
to decide when to act and how.

For example, one of the milestones is the status of
Gen.  Fabian Ver as chief of staff of the
forces. Ver is on trial for his involvement in Sen.
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Aquino’s a ination, and the U.S. doesn't
want him reappointed even acquitted. Numerous
American officials have traveled to Manila to ac~
quI:int t:n chmaxm:h tltxlem keep tting

response, i o trial s ge
;, results may not be known untl fall.
Rumors circulate of Ver's to
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, Eduardo
Roberto Benedicto. The other is election
including appointment of new members to
mission of Elections, five of whose nine
remain vacant, and passage of a new election
legitimizing a citizen’s election watchdog agency.
Although there consensus
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decision will ms ﬂ-,;.'. c“hﬂ'

CONSen S achieved b i nterested b BALC]

aming

The problem U.S. policymakers have with the
Philippines has its analog in other issues. The U.S.
canseethemturebutcannotbringitselftoactin
the present. Thus, time after time, we find ourselves
backing Third World dictators past their prime. -

Firm milestones are possible. Actions can be
decided in advance, but only if political leadership is
willing to take risks. In the case of the Philippines,
the milestones have names and the U.S. should
make those names explicit: Fidel Ramos should be
confirmed at chief of staff; crony capitalists such as
Cojuangco and Benedicto must divest their holdings;
the National Movement for Free Elections should be
named as the election watchdog group.

OnlyifsuchlinesaredrawnwilltbeU.s.andthe

gﬁleigpines know when the time for running has




